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Thirty-first Sunday YC. 30th October 2022. Zacchaeus Received Salvation. 

When God created Adam and Eve in the book of Genesis, he gave them the freedom to enjoy 

everything and to live in peace and harmony with Him and the created things. There was a perfect 

connection between them and God before the devil deceived them.  

When they listened to the devil and disobeyed their creator, things changed on their side, and it 

was no longer as usual; the privilege he gave was no longer there. 

We do not value what we have until we miss them. Today we are presented again with another 

story of the tax collector like the one we read last Sunday. The story was about Zacchaeus; he was 

a chief tax collector and a wealthy man; possibly, he might have been hearing about the man Jesus 

Christ but never been in contact with him. On this day, Jesus came to Jericho. Usually, when a 

Rabbi passed by people gathered around him to listen to his teachings. When Jesus intended to 

pass through the town, Zacchaeus seized the opportunity to see the man he must have been hearing 

about. He was curious to see Jesus, but his shortness would not allow him because of the present 

of the crowd, being a man of determination, he doesn’t allow his size to be a hindrance to his 

opportunity, but he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus who was about to 

pass that way. When Jesus arrived there he look up and saw Zacchaeus he knew that this man 

really got to the tree in order to see him; looking at his commitment Jesus called him by name 

‘Zacchaeus' come down quickly for today I must stay at your house. Being a rare opportunity 

Zacchaeus quick came down from the three and received Jesus with Joy.  

How often do we receive Jesus with Joy in our hearts? Like Zacchaeus, how many times do we 

respect the rare opportunity in our lives? Zacchaeus had a grab of this opportunity, for Jesus may 

not pass through the same way again.  

At the table with the Lord who gave him the opportunity for salvation, Zacchaeus declared half of 

his access to the poor and if he extorted anything from anyone, he shall repay it four times over. 

Here we see Zacchaeus in repentance of his sin, he acknowledged that he was wrong by extorting 

people like the tax collector who came to Jesus Christ with a contrite heart in the Luke gospel 18: 

9-14. 

The good news was that Zacchaeus didn’t stop at the level of “I will repay” but he did as he 

promised he would. Many of us do stop at the level of I will but forget to fulfill our promises. gave 

out his possession while he is alive and in good healthy not until he was to die, it’s a great sacrificed 

in his time to give out half of his possession to the poor. We must not wait until we are dying 

before we think of doing good, it was Stephen Grellet a French American Quaker missionary who 

said, "I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any 

human being; let me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way 

again". Any good that we can do today to it.  

The unfortunate news here was that people were grumbling because Jesus stayed in the house of a 

sinner. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Mk 2:17, Lk 5:32, all 

the tax collectors in the days of our Lord Jesus Christ were regarded as sinners because of the 

violent way they collected taxes from the people. 
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Zacchaeus received salvation not because he merited it but because of his determination, 

commitment, and sacrificed he made. Remember the story of a rich man who ask Jesus what must 

be done to inherit the kingdom… in the Gospel of Matthew 19:22 When the young man heard this, 

he went away sad, because he was very rich. Zacchaeus was rich too ye he sacrifices for the poor 

and the needy. 

Salvation has come to his house because he is also a son of Abraham, like Abraham he will teach 

his household to keep the way of the Lord. He that is greedy of gain trouble his own house, and 

brings a curse upon it, but he that is charitable to the poor does a kindness to  

his own house and brings a blessing upon it and salvation to it. When Zacchaeus brought Christ to 

himself, his family became related to Christ too. We as a father and mother the custodians of the 

fam, we are expected to bring Christ into our family, community and the world at large. Thanks to 

those who are trying in their own little way to introduce Christ into their families. As St. Paul 

intercede in our second reading, may God make you worthy of his calling and bring to fulfillment 

every good purpose and every effort of faith, that the name of the Lord be glorified in you. 

Let us continue to pray that the Lord may help us to acknowledge our sinful nature, take away our 

pride and make us to find our solace only in him. Amen. 

Peace, 

 

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 

 


